
What Is the Church?

We know that there are many "churches" in 

the world. All claim to be of God, naturally. And 

yet there are some strange ideas concerning 

what the church actually is. Many define it as a 

building where the people come together for 

worship. Others think of it as being a 

denomination. Still others would say the church 
is made up of all the denominations as a spiritual 

body of people, ignoring the many differences in 

names and doctrines.

If we want to understand what the church 

really is, we need to go back to the New 
Testament for our answer. The word "church" 

comes from the Greek word "ekklesia", which 

means "the called out". The idea is that the Lord 

calls people out of the world, into one group or 

body, and that they become His people. They are 

called by the Gospel, to believe that Jesus died 

for them, that He was buried, and that on the 

third day He was resurrected from the grave (1 

Corinthians 15:1-4). Christ had said that the 

Gospel should be taken into all the world, and 

that those who believed it and would be baptized 

would be saved from their sins (Mark 16:15,16).   
The Lord Himself adds those who are being saved 

to the church (Acts 2:47).

Before His death, Christ promised to build His 

church (Matthew 16:18). It was first established in 
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the city of Jerusalem when the Holy Spirit was 

poured out upon the apostles and they preached 

the good news of Christ to the great crowd 

that had gathered. This was on the first 

Pentecost after Jesus' resurrection, 

approximately 33 A.D.

The apostles, having received the promised 

power of the Holy Spirit, were guided to tell the 

people about Christ, how He had lived among men 

doing good, but that they had taken Him and with 

wicked hands they had crucified the very Son of 

God! God, though, had not left Him in the grave 
but raised Him up, and Jesus had returned to 

heaven to reign at the right hand of the Father. 

At the end of this sermon, many were convinced 

and cried out, asking what they should do. They 

were told that they should repent of their sins 

and be baptized for the forgiveness of their sins. 

They would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit 

(Acts 2:38,40), and the Lord would add to the 

church those who were being saved.

This is the first mention in the Scriptures of 

the church as being in existence, and of people 

being added to the church. As we continue to read 

through the book of Acts, we see that the 

Gospel was preached again and again in that 

area, in the neighboring countries, and that it 

spread from there to reach the world.

Christ established only one church (Ephesians 

4:4) and that church, being made up of the saved, 

exists even now throughout the world.  It also 

exists locally in the form of congregations 

(Romans 16:16), but all of them together make up 

the one church, the church of Christ. 

Christ is the authority, or head, over His 

church.  "And He is the head of the body, the 

church ... that in all things He may have the preem-

inence" (Colossians 1:18).

Christ is the Savior of His church, because 
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the redemption price He paid for it was His life's 

blood. "For the husband is head of the -wife, as 

also Christ is head of the church; and He is the 

Savior of the body" (Ephesians 5:23).

Christ is the foundation on which His church 

is built. "... no other foundation can anyone lay 

than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ" (1 

Corinthians 2:11).

Christ's name is worn by His church, because 

it is called His bride. "The churches of Christ 

greet you" (Romans 16:16; Ephesians 5:25-32). Its 

members, individually are called by His name, 
"Christian", Christ-like. "... the disciples were first 

called Christians in Antioch" (Acts 11:26; 1 Peter 

4:16).

Christ has promised that He will come back 

one day to receive His church and to deliver it up 

to the Father: "... That He might present her to 

Himself a glorious church, not having spot or 

wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should 

be holy and without blemish" (Ephesians 5:27). 
"Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom 

to God the Father... " (1 Corinthians 15:24).

While in this world, Christ prayed for the 

unity of His people, His church, as they would 

exist in the world through the coming ages. He 
prayed that they would worship together in 

spirit and truth, remembering Him in the communion 

supper each first day of the week (John 4:24; 

Acts 20:7).

To help humans understand more fully what 

the church is, in the Scriptures the Holy Spirit 

likened it to several things. 

It is called the "body" of Christ; that is, the 

 of Christ. Thinking of our human 

bodies and heads, we can see the parallel and 

can understand how we are to work together 

with Christ, as He (the Head) directs His body 

(Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 4:4). 
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spiritual body
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(Please consider the question, read the 

Scripture, and check your answer and write to 

us with your full address to receive your free 

gift)

1.  What is the Gospel?

Christ died for our sins according 
to the scriptures; and that he was buried and that he 
rose the third day according to the scriptures"

2.  What must one do to be saved?

" M o r e o v e r ,  

brethren, I declare 

unto you the 

gospel which I 

preached unto 

you, which also ye 

have received, and 

wherein ye stand; 

By which also ye 

are saved, if ye 

keep in memory 

what I preached 

unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For 1 

delivered unto you first of all that which I also 

received, how that 

 

(1Corinthians 15:1-4).

a       Salvation. 

b Belief in Christ.

c The good news of the death, burial, and 

resurrection of Christ.

What does the Bible say about...
Salvation?
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"He that believeth and is baptized shall be 

saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned" 

(Mark 16:16).

a Have faith only.

b Pray for forgiveness.

c Believe in Christ and be baptized.

"So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 

by the word of God" (Romans 10:17).

a By seeing a vision.

b By hearing the Word of God.

c As a result of the Lord personally 

speaking to one.

A father asked his son to go and work in his 

vineyard. 'He answered and said, 1 will not: but 

afterward he repented, and went" (Matthew 

21:29). Repentance, then, is a change of mind, 

turning and going in another direction. Paul 

explained it in this way: "Let him that stole steal 

no more: but rather let him labor, working with 

his hands the thing which is good, that he may 

have to give to them that needeth " (Ephesians 

4:28).

a Confessing one's sins.

b Asking the Lord for forgiveness.

c Turning from one's sins.

When the man from Ethiopia wanted to be 

baptized, he was asked if he believed with all his 

3.  How does faith come?

4.  What is repentance?

5.  What is the confession one is to make?

heart, "And he answered and, I believe that Jesus 

Christ is the Son of God" (Acts 8:37). Then Philip 

baptized him. The confession is to be made with the 

mouth before men (Romans 10:10; Matthew 10:32).

a That "I believe that God, for Christ's sake, 

has pardoned my sins."

b That Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

c That the penitent believer has already 

been saved.

"The like figure whereunto even baptism doth 

also now save us (not the putting away of the 

filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good 

conscience toward God), by the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 3:21). "Know ye not, that so 

many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 

were baptized into his death?" (Romans 6:3). "For 

by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body ..." 

(1 Corinthians 12:13). The body, here, is the church 

(Colossians 1:18).

a Baptism is a sign of salvation.

b Baptism is not necessary.

c When one believes in Christ with all his 

heart, he is ready to be baptized, in order to be 

saved and to enter Christ and His church.

"Buried with him by baptism, wherein also ye 

are risen with him through the faith of the 

operation of God, who hath raised him from the 

grave " (Colossians 2:12). "And commanded the 

chariot to stand still: and they went down both 

into the water, both Philip and the eunuch: and he 

6.  Is baptism necessary?

7.  What is baptism?
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What Does the Bible Say About...
Worship?

(Please consider the question, read the Scripture, 

and check your answer and write to us with your 

full address to receive your free gift)

"All nations whom thou hast made shall come and 

worship before thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy 

name " (Psalm 86:9); "O come, let us worship and bow 

down; let us kneel before the Lord our maker" (Psalm 

95:6); "All the earth shall worship thee, and shall 

sing unto thee; they shall sing to thy name" (Psalm 

66:4).

a Following a set of rules.

b Going to mass.

c Praising and glorifying God.

 "God is a Spirit; and they that worship 

him must worship him in spirit and in truth " (John 4:24).

a To sincerely worship according to the 

Scriptures.

b According to conscience.

c Sincerely, to the best of one's knowledge.

1.  What is worship?

2.  How are we to worship?

Christ said,
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3.  Who are we to worship?

Jehovah God said,

4.  How do most people worship God?

5.  On which day of the week are Christians to worship?

6.  Who is to worship God?

 "I am the Lord thy God.... Thou 

shall have no other gods before me.  Thou shall not 

make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of 

any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 

earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 

earth.  Thou shall not bow down thyself to them, 

nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous 

God..." (Exodus 20:2-5).

a God.

b Leaders of the church.

c Images, idols.

"But in vain they do worship me, teaching for 

doctrines the commandments of men " (Matthew 15 :9).

a As the Bible teaches, in spirit and in truth.

b According to their consciences.

c According to the doctrines and commandments 

of men.

"And upon the first day of the week, when the 

disciples came together to break bread, Paul 

preached to them, ready to depart on the morrow; 

and continued his speech until midnight" (Acts 20:7).

a Thursday.

b The Sabbath day.

c The first day of the week.

"Then they that gladly received his word were 

baptized: and the same day there were added unto 

them about three thousand souls. And they continued 

stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, 

and in breaking of bread, and in prayers " (Acts 

2:41,42).

a Baptized believers; that is, all Christians.

b Only those who are most religious.

c All people.

7.  Where are they to worship?

8.  What are the acts of worship?

9.  Does God approve of mechanical music (guitars, pianos, 
cymbals, etc.) in worship?

10.  How should Christians partake of the Lord's Supper?

"For where two or three are gathered together in 

my name, there am I in the midst of them " (Matthew 

18:20).

a In meeting houses, halls, homes, etc.

b Only in cathedrals.

c In buildings dedicated for worship.

"And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' 

doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and 

in prayers " (Acts 2:42); "Speaking to yourselves in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 

making melody in your heart to the Lord" (Ephesians 

5:19);

"Study to shew thyself approved unto God... " (2 

Timothy 2:15);

"Upon the first day of the week, let every one of 

you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, 

that there be no gatherings when I come " (1 

Corinthians 16:2).

a To sing, pray, study, partake of the Lord's 

Supper, and to give a portion of one's earnings.

b Whatever the local church decides to do. 

c There should be burning of candles and 

incense, along with counting the rosary.

"... singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord" 

(Colossians 3:16); "... I will sing with the spirit, and I will 

sing with the understanding also " (1 Corinthians 14:15).

a Vocal music (singing) is the only music God has 

authorized in the New Testament in worship.

b God allows all kinds of mechanical 

instruments. 

c It doesn't matter how we praise God, as long 

as we are sincere.

"... whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this 
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Song: 

Memory Exercise:

Old Testament New Testament.

Old Testament  Law to Israel  
History of Israel Poems of Israel to their 
Jehovah Major Prophecies to Israel 
Minor Prophecies

New Testament

Gospel books

The best book to read is the Bible! 

The best book to read is the Bible!

If you read it every day;  It will keep you all the 

way,

Oh, the best book to read is the Bible!

 Thank God, He has given us two 

hands! Using our hands, we can divide the Bible into 

two parts that is:  and  

Always you remember the Old Testament is our left 

hand. The New Testament is our right hand because we 

use it much more often — on a daily basis! That is how 

often we should turn to God's Word and study it, 

learning much from the Old Testament, but giving the 

New Testament more time and study because it is the 

new will and testament of Jesus our Saviour.

We have 5 fingers on the right and 5 on the left 

hand, so we can make the Old Testament into 5 divi-

sions and the New Testament into 5 divisions!

In the  we have: — 5 books;

 — 12 books; 

 — 5 books; — 5 books; 

 — 12 books. Altogether, it is 39 books.

The  can also be divided into 5 types 

of writings: 

 — 4 (Be sure you don't say four 

GOSPELS! There is only one Gospel, but we have four 
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accounts of the one Gospel, written by four inspired 

men);  — 1 book, Acts of the Apostles; 

 — 15 books;  — 6 books; 

 — 1 book — Revelation.

In the early times, God spoke to our forefathers in 

divers manners: "God, who at various times and in 

various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the 

prophets." (Hebrews 1:1) In some cases 

 to the heads of households, during the 

. He spoke to  telling him not to 

eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil. To  He gave instructions to bu ild an ark. 

Abraham was commanded to circumcise all of the male 

children in his family. In these and many other cases, 

God spoke directly to the forefathers, to the 

leaders of the individual families. Sometimes He also 

communicated through dreams and visions.

With the giving of the  God spoke 

through , and various kings of Israel. 

During much of Israel's history, God sent  to 

be His messengers. Such men as 

and  spoke God's words to the entire nation. 

Hebrews 1:2 continues to explain that God "has  in 

these last days spoken to us by His Son...." During 

what is called the  we learn much from 

the words and examples in the Old Testament, but it is 

in the New Testament that we find the message God 

has given us through His Son, Jesus Christ.

We can divide the  the 

Patriarchal Age, the Mosaic Age, and the Christian age.

Read from Genesis chapter 1, to Exodus Chapter 19, 

to learn about the age of the forefathers or the 

From  20 to the Book of   1, is the Mosaic 

age or the age of the Ten Commandments.

Acts 2, to Revelation 22 is the age of Christ, or 

the Christian Age. In this way you can easily divide and 

study the Bible.

(A) If you would like to , read the 

Church History
General Letters Personal Letters
Prophecy

God spoke 
personally age 
of the Patriarchs Adam,

Noah,

Law to Israel,
Moses, the judges

prophets
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos, 

Daniel

Christian Age,

whole Bible into three ages:

patriarchs.

Exodus Acts

About the New Testament:

know about Christ

four Gospel books. Even though Jesus lived and died 

under the Old Covenant (with His death He nailed that 

law to the cross, thus ending its authority, 

according to Colossians 2:14), the Gospel accounts 

are filled with His message about how people would 

live in His kingdom, His church, when it would be 

established on the earth.

(B) If you would like to 

, to be converted and become a Christian, read 

the book of Acts (Church History)

(C) If you would like to , 

to learn what to eat and drink, how to dress, how to 

work, with whom you can have fellowship, how to 

think, how to talk, how to behave toward God, 

toward your family, your friends, your enemies, your 

country, you can find the answers in the Gospel 

accounts and in the letters written to Churches and 

to individuals.

(D) If you would like to know the benefits or 

rewards of  or the danger and 

 read the book of 

Revelation. 

O.K. Do you know how many chapters in the New 

Testament? There are 260, and if you divide them by 30 

it will be 8.6; o.k., if you round it, it will be 9. So if you 

read 9 chapters per day (maybe 3 in morning and 3 in 

the noon and 3 in the night) you will complete reading 

the whole New Testament in one month's time!

Revelation 1:3 says, those who read and hear and 

obey the Word of God will be blessed. Jesus said if you 

know the truth, the truth will set you free (John 

8:32). 2 Timothy 3: 16,17 says, "All Scripture is given by 

inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in right-

eousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

thoroughly equipped for every good work."

And you will be equipped if you read the Bible and 

keep it in your heart and life.

Did you know that one honey bee goes to 400 

different flowers to collect nectar to have one 

become a follower of Jesus 
Christ

live as Christ, as a Christian

being a Christian, pun-
ishment for not being a Christian,

Trivia Quiz
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